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THE RON PAUL OPPORTUNITY

It has been a very long time since there was such an
outspoken and successtful champion of liberty on the

American political scene. But he 1sn’t a Libertarian.

Of course, Rep. Ron Paul ran for president as a Libertarian in 1988, but later returned to
the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican. His presidential run in 2008 was the
beginning of a groundswell of support for a clear, uncompromising message of constitutional
liberty. He has raised millions of dollars and won thousands of votes preaching the message of

liberty. Many Libertarians have campaigned and voted for Paul, but it’s not so much of a

problem for the LP, but a golden (pun intended) opportunity.
The fact is, Paul will lose the GOP nomination fight, and he will likely be marginalized at

The Elephant in the Room

the Republican convention. Neither is he running for reelection to Congress. His supporters

will be looking for a political home, and the LP is a natural fit. “The fact is. Paul will
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Our job then is to build bridges to Paul supporters and organizations, even if they are
composed of former Libertarians who could have

pulled a Libertarian ballot in this year’s primary.
Forgot We need to welcome those people back, while i .
Republican convention.
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Governor Veto
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Former New Mexico Governor
Gary Johnson is seeking the
Libertarian Party’s presidential
nomination, which will be
decided at the LP national

convention in Las Vegas in May.

The former Republican switched
to the LP after he and his small-
government, pro-liberty message
was excluded from the GOP
debates.

candidates who got smoked in the March
primary—seem to top out at about 20
percent.

Experience has shown repeatedly that
the GOP will tempt libertarians with
rhetoric in campaign mode, but soon
forget those principals when your money is
being spent.

But don’t take my word for it. Read
this excerpt from the
letter Paul wrote in
1987 renouncing his
GOP membership:

After years of
trying to work
through the
Republican Party
both in and out of
government, I have
reluctantly
concluded that my efforts must be
carried on outside the Republican Party.
Republicans know that the Democratic
agenda is dangerous to our political and
economic health. Yet, in the past six
years Republicans have expanded its
worst aspects and called them our own.
The Republican Party has not reduced
the size of government.

It has become big government's
best friend.

If Ronald Reagan couldn't or
wouldn't balance the budget, which
Republican leader on the horizon can we
possibly expect to do so? There is no
credibility left for the Republican Party

as a force to reduce the size of
government. That is the message of the
Reagan years.

I conclude that one must look to
other avenues if a successful effort is
ever to be achieved in reversing
America's direction.

I therefore resign my
membership in the Republican Party
and enclose my membership card.

The only other
viable option at this
time is the
Libertarian Party,
which is organized,
at least to some
degree, in all 50
states.

Some Libertarians
who voted for Paul
or who have tried infiltrating the Tea Party
have said they are voting “principle over
party.” But hasn’t the Libertarian Party
lived up to its claim to be the “party of
principle?”

The LP’s major flaw of the past 40
years has been to not reach out beyond the
walls of our principles to invite others in.

But now, with the pump primed and
Americans hungry for principled
leadership, our time has come.

By Aaron Keith Harris

LPO Communications Director
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Party of Ohio will be making news with our 2012 convention.

Occupy Liberty! With the Libertarian Party of Ohio

The ideas of liberty and dissatisfaction with a too-powerful government are in the headlines this year, and the Libertarian

From Friday, March 30 to Sunday, April 1, the LPO, its members, supporters and fellow friends of liberty from

across the country will gather at the Holiday Inn in Worthington, Ohio, near Columbus for a weekend of activism,
"I'm very pleased to be co-chairing the 2012 LPO Convention with my colleague [Political Director] Bob Bridges,”
said LPO Finance Director Jillian Mack. “We have an exciting lineup of speakers, VIPs, and events throughout the

weekend, which should make for one of our most popular and well-attended conventions in years. | hope people register

More information is available throughout this newsletter and at convention@lpo.org
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